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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/841,800 



Applicant(s) 

BIBERGER ET AL 



7 



Examiner Art Unit 

Caridad M. Everhart 2825 

-Th MAILING DATE of this communication ap p ars on the cov rsh t with the correspond no address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

T E^1 lltSo^ b;avai,ab.e under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no even,, however, may a rep.y be fmely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date . of tn f h P° m ™ n '^°" rBn|v ^ thin , he statutory mi nim um of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (f J^' 3 MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above the maamum Period ^^^1^^" to b^oL ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication® filed on 04 November 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)B This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I rnatters P^cution as to the merits is 
} closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) P46 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) G3 Claim(s) 1^30 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 31-46 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

II) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D AH b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

kti . o . ,PTn rq9\ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

1) g Notice of References Cted (PTO-892) 5 H Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) LJ wooce 

3) IE Information Disclosure Statement^) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 8 . 6) |_J Other. 
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Art Unit: 2825 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 31-46 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 

be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claims 31-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee, et al. ("Lee")(US 6,319,858). 

Lee discloses a cluster tool which is a multi-chamber tool and comprises a robot 
for transfer of semiconductor wafers between the chambers of the multi-chambers(col. 
4, lines 32-40). One of the chambers is a supercritical fluid treatment chamber(col. 4, 
lines 35-38). Although Lee does not state that there is a vacuum module, Lee discloses 
a CVD module(col. 4, line 39), which is known in the art to be a vacuum module. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-230 are allowed. 
Applicant's amendment and arguments have been persuasive with respect to claims 1- 
30. The newly found prior art of record does not teach or suggest inter alia the 
limitations "supercritical carbon dioxide and a chelating agent... to remove an 
oxide... without exposing the precleaned substrate to a material which oxidizes the 
metal...". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Caridad M. Everhart whose telephone number is 703- 
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Art Unit: 2825 

308-3455. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Fridays 7:30- 
4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Smith can be reached on 703-308-1 323. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9318 for regular communications and 703-872-931 9 for After Final 

communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 



0956. 



C. Everhart 
January 16, 2003 



